INTRODUCTORY

Colours, the boundary lines of which were

*'                                        '-

always or strictly observed.    There were restrict

tions as to intcrniarrittj.fc, and as to eating
together, just as there were then everywhere
throughout the 'world among perjples in a similar
stage of culture. Certain trades, especially among
the most despised occupations (such as scavengers,
leather workers, and butchers), tended to become,
a few of thorn had already become, hereditary.
There was a strong feeling on the part of the
Aryans of the superiority of their race. But
this feeling bad not prevented, and did not then
prevent, a quite considerable degree of inter-
marriage. So much, indeed, was this the case,
that though there were a considerable number of
clansmen, and especially of Kshatriyas and
IJrahmhu*, who claimed pure Aryan descent, on
both sides for seven generations, the number of
those whose claims woro justified 'was probably
not very largo. "Mixed up with this question of
racy thoro was a good dual of pride of birth, not
ICSB than is observed to-day in the West, All
t,ho.so factors woro present at the same period
among tho Aryans in Europe. They wcro the
factors on which the present caste system of
India was long afterwards, after tho decay of
i, built up. But it was not yot then
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